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Тне music to Sir William Davenant's alteration of Macbeth was first printed about 
the year 1760, with a dedication to David Garrick, by Dr. Boyce. The authority for 
ascribing its composition to Matthew Locke rests solely upon the statement of Downes, 
who, in his “ Roscius Anglicanus, or an historical Review of the Stage,” published by 
Henry Playford іп 1708, gives the following entries: * The new Theatre in Dorset 
Gardens being finished, and our company, after Sir William’s death, being under the 
rule and dominion of his widow the Lady Davenant, Mr. Betterton, and Mr. Harris (Mr. 
Charles Davenant, her son, acting for her), they removed from Lincoln’s Inn Fields 
thither ; and on the 9th of November, 1671, they opened their new theatre, with Sir 
Martin Marall.” After mentioning several other plays, he names “ Ше tragedy of 
Macbeth, altered by Sir William Davenant, being drest in all its finery ; as new clothes, 
new scenes, machines, as flyings for the witches, with all the singing and dancing in it, 
the first composed by Mr. Locke, the other by Mr. Channell and Mr. Joseph Priest; it 
being all excellently performed, being in the nature of an opera, it recompensed 


. double the expenses; it proves still a lasting play.” To which he adds the following 


singular note“ that this tragedy, King Lear, and the Tempest, were acted in Lincoln's 

Inn Fields; Lear being acted exactly as Mr. Shakespeare wrote it; as likewise the 

Tempest, altered by Sir William Davenant and Mr. Dryden, before ’twas made into an. 
opera." After naming three other plays, he says, “ the year after, in 1673, the Tempest, 

made into an opera, «с. appeared ;" from which it is evident that Macbeth was produced 

(with the above additions, &c.) in 1672, and not in 1674, as stated by Dr. Burney. 

The authority of Downes is not always to be depended upon; and Thomas Davies, 
the author of the Life of Garrick, in his MS. annotations to the work iu question, 
censures at large the incorrectness of many of his statements. It is not improbable 
that, from the lapse of time between the first appearance of Macbeth with the music in 
1672, and the publication of the book in 1708 (a period of thirty-six years), Downes 
may have mistaken or forgotten the composer's name. "That Locke did write music for 
some performance of this play, is a singular and important fact: the evidence of this is 
as follows : in a small oblong volume, called ** The Pleasant Companion, or New Lessons 
and Instructions for the Flageolet, by Thomas Greeting, Gent. London, printed by J. 
Playford, and are to be sold at his shop near the Temple Church, 1680," we find a tune 
entitled “Macbeth,” with the initials M.L. (Matthew Locke) appended to it. Several | 
other tunes in the same volume have his name at full length. In another work, called 
"Apollo's Banquet for the treble violin, set forth in new theatre tunes, Ayrs, Corants, 
&c. to which is added the tunes of the new French dances, &c. London, printed for 
John Playford, «с. 1670," the same tune occurs, entitled “the Dance in the play 
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of Macbeth ; and, іп an earlier and still more curious ‘little volume, called “ Musick’, 
Delight on the Cithren, &c. London, printed Бу W. G. and are sold by.J. Playford 
at his shop in the Temple, 1666,” we have another version оҒ this tune, which, 
as it is not to be found in the music now known as Locke’s, sufficiently. proves that it 
must have belonged to another setting of the music in Macbeth, composed by Matthew 
Locke, and performed at least six or seven years before that produced at the new 
theatre in Dorset Gardens in 1679, Hence the mistake of Downes, and after him 
Dr. Boyce, attributing the music, as we now have it, to Matthew Locke. We must 
now turn to a more important fact—the claim of Henry Purcell to the authorship of 
the music in question. 

The late Mr. William Linley has the following remarks in the Introduction to the 
second volume of his “ Shakspeare's Dramatic Songs." “Now in regard to this 
charming music [ i.e. in Macbeth], a great doubt must always remain on the minds of 
musical researchers, whether Matthew Locke was or was not the composer." à 

“Тһе late Dr. Hayes, of Oxford, was of opinion that the music was nof Locke's, and 
many have been inclined to ascribe it to Purcell ; inthe Author's humble opinion, it is 
much too modern for either composer; but, independently of this circumstance, the style 
of it, though possessing abundance of characteristic wildness, is very unlike the wildness 
of Purcell. The Airs aseribed to Locke are airy, tripping, and confined (as to harmony) 
to the very simple combinations ; in one instance only, with a change of key from F to B 
flat Purcell would have:been аз airy and as wild ; but his harmonious transitions would 
have been constant, and strangely varied; his style would have been graver ; his melodies, 
though perhaps not sweeter, would have been more appallingly characteristic ; those who 
are sufficiently acquainted with his “ Indian Queen," and particularly witha much earlier 
production, viz. * Dido and Æneas,” which he composed when only seventeen years of 
age, will be satisfied that he could have had no concern in the present work.” 

Another circumstance which weighs against the supposition of Purcell being the 
composer of the present music (if, as we conjecture, it was produced in 1672), is, that he 
was only fourteen years of age in that year; and, although we are told that he composed 
Anthems when a singing-boy, we cannot conceive the Macbeth music to be the 
production of a boy of that age—not even of the great Henry Purcell. 

We must now notice a very curious manuscript, bearing the name of John Eccles 
(a name well known to all lovers of the Old English School of Vocal Harmony), which 
purports to be the “original music of Macbeth.” 

We have examined two MS. scores of this music ; one in the possession of Professor 
Taylor, the other in the British Museum. These manuscripts correspond in all material 
points; but in Professor Taylor’s copy, Eccles’s пате appears аз the Author; whereas to 
that in the British Museum no name is prefixed: the latter copy has, however, the names of 
the original performers appended to their respective parts ; a circumstance which proves, 
beyond all doubt, that the music either was, or was intended to be, introduced at some 
period when the play of Macbeth was represented on the stage. The singers’ names are, 
Lee, Spalding, Cource, Bowman, Mrs. Willis, and Mrs. Hodgson. Bowman came on the 
stage as a boy about the year 1673, and sang а man’s part in Lee's tragedy of “ Theodo- 
sius," in 1680; but as the names of the females do not appear amongst the Dramatis 
Persone till 1696, that year may be assumed as the probable date of the manuscript. Lee, 
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Bowman, Mrs. Willis, and Mrs. Hodgson, sang together in the “ Loves of Mars and 
Venus," composed by John Eccles and Godfrey Finger, 1697; Cource and Spalding sang 
Eccles’s Duet, “ Wine does wonders," in “ Тһе Morose Reformer,” about the same 
period, and all their names appear to many of the detached Songs engraved by Thomas 
Cross, in the latter part of the seventeenth and beginning of the eighteenth century. 

With the exception of the two lines beginning “ Hark, I’m called," which аге by 
Shakespeare, the words are from Sir W. Davenant’s adaptation of the Tragedy, published 
іп 1674, and are partly taken from Middleton’s Tragi-Comedy of “ Тһе Witch." It may 
be remarked, that Eccles’s music adheres more strictly to Sir W. Davenant’s version than 
that attributed to Locke. 

In J. Stafford Smith’s “ Musica Antiqua," published in 1812, is to be found a 
portion of the original music to Middleton’s Play of “Тһе Witch,” beginning at the. 
words “ Come, come away," and it is said to be from a manuscript of that age in the 
editor’s possession. The music, like that of Macbeth, is in the key of F, and in it are to 
be traced many passages that warrant an opinion that the composer of the latter founded 
his ideas upon it. 

After a strict and candid examination of Eccles’s music, compared with the received 
version, we һауе no hesitation in pronouncing it to be the original sketch, and that what 
has been, and still is, received as Matthew Locke’s, is a more finished and skilful adapta- 
tion of the same work. “It is scarcely possible (remarks Mr. W. Linley) for any per- 
son, in the least conversant with vocal effects, to conceive that so sweet a melodist as 
Eccles could have seen the music in Macbeth as we have it at present, and present his 
own afterwards аз ап alteration for the better; but why might he not have been the com- 
poser of his own original music, and adapted it subsequently for dramatic representa- 
tion 2” | 

We have still another hint to throw out, which is worthy of consideration. Ina 
* Catalogue of the very curious and valuable Musical Library of Ancient and Modern 
Compositions, by the most eminent Masters, from the sixteenth century to the present 
time, collected, through a series of years, with infinite care and judgment, by the late W. 
and P. Hayes, Doctors of Music, Oxon," which were deposited for sale at “ Smart’s 
Music Warehouse, the corner of Argyll Street, Oxford Street, by appointment of the 
Administrator," Lot 7 is described as consisting of a °“ Score of Macbeth," Purcell’s 
hand-writing, the original and very curious. Ditto, from which Dr. Boyce published it as 
Matthew Locke’s composition, «с. «с. The price is marked £1 15. 

Now, аз Purcell and Eccles were intimate friends, and jointly composed the music 
for two or three plays, it seems highly probable that Purcell was the reviser and improver 
of Eccles’s music to Macbeth. Тһе existence of а MS. in РигсеШв hand-writing will 
thus be readily accounted for. We know that Purcell frequently undertook the revision 
of his friends’ works ; and an instance, in an Anthem of Pelham Humphries’, may be seen 
in Novello's edition of Purcell’s Sacred Music. 

Such is the present state of the question regarding the authorship of the Macbeth 
music. In our own mind, not a doubt exists as to its being the composition of John 
Eccles; but itis only by the fortunate discovery of some contemporary document that 
the question can be decided ; until then the prejudice in favour of Matthew Locke will, 


in all probability, remain. 
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 BIRCHALL & C9 having been fav roured with the flowing | 
Music, and the Account of it,by Mr Rd Clark, Gentleman of His Ма. 


; jestys Chapels Royal, which appearing to relate both in words and. 


Melodies to the Witches Scene in Macbeth; they have pref ixed an ac_ 
curate Fony of them to the present Work,in the hope t that it. may be 


fonas interesting . 


133 New Bond Еке. 
Jan? 31. 1822. 


A Tragi- Coomodie called, Тһе Witch; long since acted by His Ма. 


`` jestie’s Servants at the Black-Friers. Written by Tho’ Middleton. 


The, original Manuscript in the possession of the late МТ Stevens; а few 


| Copies were printed by the late МТ Isaac Reed, and distributed as pre. 


sents to his particular friends . Jt is dedicated by Middleton.‘‘to the 
truely worthie’ and generously- affected Thomas Holmes, Esquire. : 
Mr Stevens, in а note іп MT Reed’s edition of Shakespeare Vol: 1.339. 345. 


From which it appears probable, that Shakespeare borrowed the Incan 一 ae 


tations in Mackbeth from this play — .Mackbeth was first acted. іт 
1623 . though it appears to have been writien about 1606. Middleton 
was appointed Cronologer to the City of е in 1626, and. died soon 
after. His play of the Witch was left in ۰ 5. __ Lock must also have: 


seen the following MusieThere is no composers. name to the M.S. 
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The Original Musie in the Witches Scene,in Middleton’s 
Comedy of the Witch. | from a M.S. of that Age. 
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